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Family members and friends
who care for older adults can

now receive assistance through a
new state program, Illinois Depart-
ment on Aging Director Margo E.
Schreiber announced in November.

“Local agencies serving seniors
will expand their target audience,
and will offer additional help to
family members and friends who
are caring for their loved ones,”
Schreiber said. “It is one more
way to fulfill Governor Ryan’s
agenda of making Department
services more accessible to a
broader range of Illinoisans.”

Schreiber explained that the
Department on Aging and Area
Agencies on Aging throughout the
state have established more than
100 “Caregiver Resource Centers”
within existing, familiar locations
like senior centers.  The centers
will offer information and assis-
tance, and direct family caregivers
to the right places to receive
additional services. Services range
from training and support groups
to respite, or services that allow
caregivers to take a break from the
constant demands of caregiving.

Schreiber said November was
an especially appropriate time to

announce the new efforts to help
caregivers because it is National
Family Caregiver Month, and the
holiday season provided an oppor-
tunity to check on older relatives,

as well as those caring for them.
She noted that family caregivers

often neglect their own needs
because they are so busy, and they
are prone to health problems
including depression. They also
often become overwhelmed with
financial and emotional demands
associated with caregiving.
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��t is such a privilege to host the Governor’s
Conference on Aging and Human Ser-

vices, and I was especially proud to do so for our
most recent conference with the theme, “Creat-
ing a Network of Care.”

Our renewed emphasis on caregiving really
gets to the “roots” of our network as we reach
out to seniors and their caregivers. As I stated
during the opening session of the conference,
there are four main ingredients in our work.
These are kindness, compassion, answers and
energy. And, we all have the heart and soul – as well
as the skill and knowledge – that it takes to generate
these ingredients.

As we enter the new year, we will continue helping
people discover services offered through the network.
We will lead them to senior centers and services such
as home delivered meals, homemaker, respite and
adult day services. We can give them answers about
assisted living and nursing home care. We can lead
them to resources and help them pay for prescription
drugs or heating bills.
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All of us have the power to help
seniors and their caregivers in so
many ways. As I mentioned at the
Conference, it takes all of YOU
individually and all of US together
to create this network of care. We
are the ones who are “there” for
seniors, and I thank each of you
for believing in this mission.

I can’t tell you how proud I am
to work by your side as we renew

our commitment in 2002 to continue building a
network of care that makes a world of difference in
the lives of older people and their families across
Illinois. Thank you and Happy New Year.

Very truly yours,

Margo E. Schreiber, Director
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The Illinois Department on
Aging, in coordination with

the Illinois Department of Central
Management Services, donated
used computers to 39 senior centers
throughout the state. The centers
who applied for and received the
computers were those who could
not afford to purchase this technol-
ogy. The Department’s goal in
donating the computers is to assist
seniors in completing Circuit
Breaker/Pharmaceutical Assistance
Program applications. The com-
puters will also be used to help
caregivers, grandparents raising
grandchildren and others access
information through the Internet. ✢
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The Earned Income Credit
(EIC) is a special tax benefit

for working people who earn low to
moderate incomes. Workers who
qualify for the EIC and file a federal
tax return can get back some or all
of the federal income tax that was
taken out of their pay during the
year. They may also get extra cash
back from the IRS. Even workers
whose earnings are too small to
have paid taxes can get the EIC.
Area Agencies on Aging have been
sent information about this benefit.
For more information, call Paul
Crutchfield at (312) 814-2927. ✢
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The Illinois Department of
Public Aid announced in late

December that it is in the final
stages of negotiating an agreement
with the federal government on a
proposal to provide pharmaceutical
coverage to as many as one-third of
the state’s seniors. The proposal
has been under preliminary review
by the federal government since
Illinois submitted its plan to the
federal Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services (CMMS) on
July 31, 2001. Approval from
CMMS must be granted before the
state can access federal matching
funds for this program.

Governor Ryan presented his
concept for this innovative pre-
scription drug plan to the Secre-
tary of Health and Human Ser-
vices, Tommy Thompson, during a
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meeting this past
April in Chicago.
The pending waiver
program would allow
Illinois to provide a
broad pharmaceuti-
cal benefit to low
income Illinois seniors age
65 and older. Those with annual
incomes up to about $29,400 for a
couple would be covered under the
plan as submitted. The Department
estimates the program would serve
about 370,000 seniors when fully
implemented.

The proposed program is mod-
eled on the state’s existing Circuit
Breaker/Pharmaceutical Assistance
program, administered by the
Department of Revenue. However,
the new program would include a
full range of drugs. ✢
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The Suburban Area Agency on
Aging Board of Directors

adopted a resolution naming four
local lawmakers “Legislator of the
Year” for 2001. The award is
presented when the agency and its
governing board witness excep-
tional effort and outstanding advo-
cacy on part of elected officials for
suburban Cook County seniors and
the Aging Network.

In 2001, the work of four legisla-
tors stood out and was recognized
by award presentations. They are:
State Senator Louis Viverito of
Burbank; State Representative

Elizabeth Coulson of Glenview;
State Representative Suzanne Bassi
of Palatine, and State Representative
M. Maggie Crotty of Oak Forest.

“We appreciate the diligence of our
local legislators in supporting our
work and programs,” said Jonathan
Lavin, Executive Director of the
Suburban Area Agency on Aging.
“By working together, we have made
important strides in providing benefits
and services to seniors.” The Legisla-
tor of the Year Award is significant
because it is not presented on an
annual basis unless there is excep-
tional effort to support seniors. ✢
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December through February is peak fire period: A residential
blaze strikes in America every 85 seconds. Nearly all fire deaths

are in homes without working smoke alarms. Most fires occur while
people are asleep, and their sense of smell is dulled. The following are
fire safety tips from the Illinois State Fire Marshal:
● Install and maintain smoke alarms on every level of your home.

Test them each month and replace batteries in accordance with
manufacturing requirements or when alarm begins to chirp.

● Plan and practice two ways out. Fire
escape routes must not include elevators.
Choose a meeting place outside where
everyone will gather. Once out, stay out.

● Test doors before opening them. If the
door is hot, use another escape route.

● Crawl low under smoke. If you must
exit through smoke, the cleanest air
will be several inches off the floor.
Crawl on your hands and knees to the
nearest safe exit.

● If you are trapped, close the doors
between you and the fire. Stuff the cracks around the doors to keep
smoke out. Wait at a window and signal for help. If there is a phone
in the room, call the fire department and tell them exactly where
you are.

● Stop, Drop and Roll. If your clothes catch fire, don’t run. Stop
where you are, drop to the ground, cover your face with your hands,
and roll over to smother flames.

● Space heaters and space. Keep portable and space heaters at least
three feet from anything that can burn. Never leave heaters on when
you leave home or go to bed and keep children and pets away from
them.

● Smokers need watchers. Carelessly discarded cigarettes are the
leading cause of fire deaths in the U.S. Never smoke in bed or when
you are drowsy.

● Be careful cooking. Never leave cooking unattended. If grease
catches fire, slide a lid over the pan to smother flames, then turn off
the burner. Never put foil or other metals in a microwave.

● Keep matches and lighters from children. Tell children from the
start that matches and lighters are tools for adults, not toys for kids.

● Use electricity safely. If an appliance smokes or has an unusual
smell, unplug it immediately and have it repaired. Replace any
electrical cord that is cracked or frayed. Don’t overload extension
cords or run them under rugs. Don’t tamper with the fuse box or use
fuses of an improper size.

● Cool a burn. If someone gets burned, immediately place the wound
in cool water for 10 to 15 minutes. If the burn blisters or chars, see
a doctor. ✢

Nearly all
fire deaths
are in homes
without
working
smoke alarms.
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AARP presented its Bright
Star for Seniors Award to:
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The Illinois Association
of Nutrition Project
Directors based in
Effingham presented its
Shining Star Award to:
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The Illinois Adult Day
Service Association presented
its Adult Day Services Em-
ployee of the Year Award to:
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The Illinois Council of Case
Coordination Units presented its
Case Manager of the Year
Award to:
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The Illinois Department on
Aging presented its Award for
Excellence to:

!��������������
�����

��������8	������
��&��)��

�
��������
	D�����
	����(��

(��*�	
�����	��������������
	���

���������*�����)��+�����*
�(


����
�(�����
���	��&���(	

	
�3


���������
������(��
����


�����&���	
	�+����(��*����������

��������
�������
����+��
���

(��*�����)��������������
�
+�A4

G>1� 
��H��
������������
�����

������������	��>=�

The Illinois Association of
Area Agencies on Aging presented
its Sid Granet Aging Network
Achievement Awards to:
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The Illinois Association of
Illinois Senior Centers presented
its Senior Center Symbol of
Excellence Awards to:

����3������&����!��
��&��

	
�	�

�����	��	�
�����

	
�	����
	��

��
����� ���	��
�������2�������0&

0444&��������������<1&�/110�

��
�
�+�(��������
	D������

����	�	
��	
����������������	�&

�  ����&���3������������������������

Governor George H. Ryan
announced in January a new

state housing tax credit program
that will pour up to $26 million
more each year into Illinois’
efforts to finance affordable
houses and apartments for low-
and moderate-income residents.
Applications will be accepted
April 8, for first-year awards.

Governor Ryan said the Illinois
Housing Development Authority
(IHDA), the state’s housing
finance agency, will receive
three-quarters of the funding, with
24.5 percent earmarked for the city
of Chicago.

IHDA Executive Director Peter
R. Dwars said enactment of what
is informally called the “Donation
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and, its Lifetime Achievement
Award to:
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Tax Credit” represents the state’s
second direct commitment of
affordable housing resources. The
first was passage in 1989 of the
Affordable Housing Trust Fund,
under which IHDA has helped
finance nearly 27,000 units.

The Donation Tax Credit allows
individuals or organizations to
give a minimum of $10,000 in
cash, securities, personal property,
or real estate to participating
nonprofit housing developers. If
the nonprofit applies successful to
IHDA or Chicago’s Department of
Housing, the donor will receive a
50-cents-on-the-dollar state
income tax credit. This means an
affordable housing gift worth
$10,000 costs a donor $5,000.

Meanwhile, the nonprofit
affordable housing developer uses
its IHDA or Chicago housing tax
credit award to help finance
projects providing reasonably
priced housing. The General
Assembly authorized up to $13
million annually in housing
credits. If $13 million in donations
are made, the total first-year
affordable housing infusion is $26
million. The state commitment
climbs 5 percent a year.

The first application deadline
for the program was January 7,
and the second deadline is April 8,
2002. Application materials and
more information about Donation
Tax Credits can be found at
IHDA’s Web site at www.ihda.org.

✢

2001 Governor’s
Conference on Aging
and Human Services
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Did you know that on any
given day there are approxi-

mately 187,000 veterans treated
through the 172 Department of
Veterans Affairs medical centers
nationwide? The National Salute to
Hospitalized Veterans will be ob-
served February 10-17, 2002, which
includes Valentines Day. Many
school groups and other organiza-
tions learn more about the contribu-
tions of veterans during that week
and also send valentines to them to
show appreciation for their sacri-
fices. Addresses of veterans facilities
can be obtained by calling the VA
toll-free number at (800) 827-1000
or visiting www.va.gov/volunteer. ✢
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Since the inception of its Home for the
Holidays Program in 1979, Southwest Air-

lines has helped thousands of senior citizens join
families and friends for holiday celebrations and
reunions that they might otherwise miss.
Partnering again with the Suburban Area Agency on Aging, nine
applicants were recently selected to receive complimentary air trans-
portation to cities served by Southwest Airlines.

Jonathan Lavin, Executive Director of the Suburban Area Agency
on Aging and representatives of Southwest Airlines presented the
tickets at the Chicago Cultural Center on December 5, 2001. Those
selected were: William and Jean Bike of River Grove; Evelyn
English of Morton Grove; Lorraine Kamin of Niles; Lidia Lopez of
Palatine; Mildred Miller of Niles; Laura Palumba of Burr Ridge;
Patrick Spillane of Norridge; and Ethel Zawodniak of Posen.

To qualify for a complimentary ticket, applicants must be 65 or
older and living on a fixed income. Applications are available from
the Suburban Area Agency on Aging in the fall of each year. ✢
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Registration continues for
women participating in

the Ms. Illinois American Classic
Woman Pageant to be held March
14-17, 2002, in Oakbrook Terrace.
“Nominations should be sent in as
soon as possible, as the pageant will
be held in just a few weeks,” said
Margo E. Schreiber, Director of the
Illinois Department on Aging, a
pageant sponsor along with Mather
Lifeways.

For an application or more infor-
mation about the 13th Annual Ms.
Illinois American Classic Woman
Pageant, call the Illinois Department
on Aging’s Senior HelpLine at
1-800-252-8966 (Voice and TTY).
The application must be accompa-
nied by a $100 entry fee, which may
be obtained through scholarships. ✢
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The Illinois Association of Community Care Program Homecare
Providers presented its Mary I. Hill Homecare Assistant Awards to
several individuals who perform in-home services for seniors and provide
the essential link among clients, homecare agencies, and case managers.
The following were given awards for their dedication, exceptional prob-
lem solving skills and positive impact on their client’s well-being:
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All Assisted Living and Shared Housing facilities need to get
licenses. The application can be accessed at www.idph.state.il/

whatsnew.

HOUSE BILL 0846
(Brosnahan/Parker) Changes the
definition of a person with dis-
abilities to include an individual
who cannot walk 200 feet without
stopping to rest for the following
reasons: the individual cannot
walk without an assistive device;
is restricted by lung disease; uses
portable oxygen, has a cardiac
condition or is severely limited in
the ability to walk due to an
arthritic, neurological or orthope-
dic condition.

HOUSE BILL 0313 (Holbrook/
Obama) Provides that inspectors
and employees of the Department
of Public Health who notify a
facility of a pending complaint
investigation or inspection be
guilty of a Class A misdemeanor,
fined up to $2,500 and disciplined
by their employer. Superiors who
knowingly allowed the
prenotification are subject to the
same penalties. The Department
must file a complaint with the
Attorney General of the situation
within 30 days.

SENATE BILL 1493 (Daniels/
Radogno) Makes administrative
changes intended to simplify the
state’s Circuit Breaker/Pharmaceu-
tical Assistance Program. First it
shifts the $2,000 benefit cap on a
fiscal year basis, rather than a
calendar year basis. As a result,
Pharmaceutical Assistance cards

will be valid from July 1 through
June 30 of the following year. It
also states that cards can be valid
for a period longer or shorter than
one year, which is necessary to
convert all cards issued to a fiscal
year renewal basis. Third, it
establishes that medical benefit
plan providers provide informa-
tion related to other recipients of
medical assistance for purposes of
third party reimbursement. Lastly,
it provides that Workers’ Compen-
sation is considered income for
program eligibility.

SENATE BILL 286 (Berns/
Jones) Creates a Dementia Patient
Care Advisory Committee re-
quired to study appropriate care
and staffing for dementia patients
residing in long-term care facili-
ties and to make recommendations
to the Director of the Department
of Public Health.

SENATE BILL 0464 (O’Briend/
Geo-Karis) In elder abuse cases,
expands the “Hearsay exception
regarding elder adults (60 or
older)” and allows into evidence,
after a hearing, out of court state-
ments made by elders, if the elder
person suffers from a disability or
infirmity.

SENATE BILL 0500 (Fritchey/
DeLeo) Creates the Statewide
Senior Citizen Victimizer Data-
base Act allowing Illinois State
Police to collect information about

persons who have been arrested
for committing crimes against
persons at least 60 years old. Law
enforcement agencies can access
the database.

SENATE BILL 0816 (Coulson/
Sullivan) Creates the Prevention
of Unnecessary Institutionalization
Act. Provides that the Department
of Human Services and the De-
partment on Aging administer a
grant and loan program through
which eligible persons age 60 or
over and persons with disabilities
can be eligible for grants or loans
for house modifications or
assistive technology devices.

SENATE BILL 0938 (Lang/
Madigan) Amends the Illinois
Domestic Violence Act of 1986 to
include caregivers, as defined in
the offense of criminal neglect of
an elderly or disabled person, in
the definition of “family or house-
hold members.”

SENATE BILL 0940
(Brosnahan/Madigan) Changes the
name of the offense of criminal
neglect of an elderly or disabled
person to criminal abuse or neglect
of an elderly or disabled person. In
addition, the offense will now
include the acts of physically
abusing, harassing, intimidating,
interfering with the personal
liberty of the eldery or disabled
person, and exposing the elderly
or disabled person to willful
deprivation. The bill also enhances
the sentence for persons convicted
of such.

Visit the Department’s website
at www.state.il.us/aging/legis.htm
for the most comprehensive and
up-to-date status on legislation. ✢
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Our World Turned Upside
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March 20
Schaumburg, Illinois

Illinois Department on Aging
Call Kathy Jump, 217-558-6706
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Holiday Inn City Centre
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The Illinois Department on Aging and the state’s
13 Area Agencies on Aging established the
Caregiver Resource Centers as part of the National
Family Caregiver Support Program, which was
created when the federal Older Americans Act was
reauthorized in 2000.

Through the program, Illinois received $4.7
million which was distributed through Area Agen-
cies on Aging. Governor George H. Ryan appointed
a Caregiver Advisory Committee to help in the
ongoing implementation.

“Many times we think of parents making sacri-
fices for their children’s well-being. I hope people
will come to realize that later in life often the
reverse is true, and that the Illinois Department on
Aging wants to be there to help,” Schreiber said.

For information about services for older people
and their caregivers, contact the Illinois Department
on Aging’s toll-free Senior HelpLine at
1-800-252-8966 (Voice and TTY). ✢
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